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Instant Words List

Instant Words are the most common words in English, ranked in order of frequency. The first 25 make
up about a third of all printed material. The first 100 make up about half of all written material, and the
first 300 make up about 65 percent of all written material. Is it any wonder that all students must learn

to recognize these words instantly and also to spell them correctly?

You can use these lists as an individual oral reading test to see which words the student can read

“instantly” and which words the student needs to learn.
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1-25
the
of
and

fo

in

is
you
that
it
he
was
for
on
are
as
with
his
they
I

at
be
this
have
from

First Hundred Instant Words

26-50
or
one
had
by
words
but
not
what
all
were
we
when
your
can
said
there
use
an
each
which
she
do
how
their
if

\Common suffixes: —s, —ing, —ed, —er, -1y, —est

51-75
will
up
other
about
out
many
then
them
these
S0
some
her
would
make
like
him
into
time
has
look
two
more
write
go
see

~

76-100
number
no
way
could
people
my
than
first
water
been
call
who
am

its
now
find
long
down
day
did
get
come
made
may
part

/
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VOWEL SOUNDS (Clustered)

Short Vowels Long Vowels Long Vowels
Open Syllable Rule Final E Rule
a-at /al
" e-end &/ _ a-baby /a/ a-make /a/
i-is 1/ e-we 1el e - here /el”
0 - hot 10/ i-idea /i/ i - five 1l
u-up /a/ 0- 80 10/ o-home /o/f
' u - use /al
Long Yowel Schwa Vowel Plus R
Digraphs '
a-hurt /d/ er - her far/
al - aid /al e - happen /d/ ' i - sir /ar/
ay-say /a/ . o - other /a/ ur - fur far/
ea-eat /&/ ar - far jar/
ee-see /e/ Vowel Y ar - vary /ar/
oa-oat /0/ , N or - for 16r/
ow -own /0/ y - try 1/
y -funny /é/
Dipthongs Double 0 Broad O
oi - oil /oi/ 00 - soon /00/ 0 - long 16/
oy-hoy /oi/ 00 - good /00/ afl)-also /8/
ou-out /ou/ u-truth /00/ _ a{w)-saw /0/
ow - how /ou/ u - put /00/ a{u) -auto /8/

Vowel Exceptions
ea - bread /8/ “ea” makes both a long and a short E sound.

e (silent) - come E at the end of a word is usually silent and sometimes
makes the preceding vowel long.

y - yes ' 1y/ y is a consonant at the beginning of a word. (yes)
y is long 1 in a one syllable word or middle. (cycle)
y is long E at the end of a polysyllable word. (funny)

le - candle fat/ final LE makes a schwa plus L sound.
al - pedal ' /al/ final AL makes a schwa plus L sound also.
ul - awful [al/ final UL makes a schwa plus L. sound also.

Phonics Charts

A Complete Phonics Curriculy
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CONSONANT SOUNDS (Clustered)

Single Consonants
b ‘R n v

¢ i p w

d k r y

f I S z

g m t

Im nt Excepti
{qu = /kw/ blend as in “quick”

(the letter “q" is never used without “u”)

ph = /{/ sound as in “phone”

¢ =/s/beforei, e, ory, as in “city”

¢ = /k/ before a, 0, or u, as in “cat’

g =/j/ before i, e, ory, as in "gem”

g =/g/ before a, o, or u, as in “good”

x =/ks/blend as in “fox”

s = /z/ sound at the end of some words as in “is
ng = /ng/ unique phonems, as in “sing"

Consonant Digraphs

ch as in “church”

sh as in “shoe”

th (voiced) as in “thin"

th (voiceless) as in “this”
wh (hw blend) as in “which”

Rare Exceptions

¢h = /k/ as in “character”
ch = /sh/ as in “chef”

ti = /sh/ as in “attention”
s =/sh/ as in “sure”

X = /gz/ as in “exact”

s =/zh/ as in “measure”
si = /zh/ as in “vision”

lent Consonant
gn =/n/as in gnat”

kn = /n/as in "knife”
wr = /r/ as in “write"
gh =/-/as in “right”
ck = /k/ as in "back”
mb =/m/ as in “lamb”
If =/f/ as in “calf”

Ik = /k/ as in “walk"
tle =/1/ as in “castle”

(r family) (! family) (s letter) (s family) {no family)
br bl sC scr dw
cr cl sk squ tw
dr fl sm str thr
fr gl sn spr
or pl sp spi
= pr s st shr
tr sw sch
wr
Final Gon t
. Note: These are usually best learned as part of riiymes.
ct - act mp - jump nt - ant rk - dark
ft - lift - ne(e) - since pt - kept rt - art
id - old nd - and rd - hard st - least
It - salt nk - ink sk - risk
'PHONICS PATTERNS

Onset and Rhyme Word Lists
By Edward Fry, Ph.D. =



